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Welcome to our guide on the implementation of ‘Distance Learning’ from Kalbarri District 

High School. Whilst developing what this will look like at Kalbarri, consideration has been 

given to all families in a variety of contexts. Situations, varied time constraints on families, 

as well as the acknowledgment that what we need to provide is ‘Crisis Learning’ is at the 

forefront of all of our decision making and planning. 

‘Distance Learning’, instead of e-Learning or online learning, expresses that our learning will 

take place in many forms. This may be online, in written form, or derive from real life, family 

scenarios. We are also very aware that our families have varied access to technology in the 

home, but acknowledge that most families have access to at least one device (including 

iPad/Tablet, Computer/PC/Mac, iPhone/Mobile). We will at times use technology to 

supplement learning and connection to school and community.  

Our Guiding Principles of Distance Learning are: 

• Keep it simple - this is a time of crisis. As a school, we are here to support a model of 

education that is equitable and fun, that maintains a safe home learning environment 

for all. 

• Maintain Relationships - the relationships that you and your children have with their 

teachers, as well as the relationships that they have with their peers and families are 

important to maintain and embrace. This sense of belonging remains essential for 

positive mental health.  

• Clear Expectations - teachers, students and families will have a clear understanding of 

what is to be expected. We all understand that everyone will be doing their best.  

• Be Kind – we are in unprecedented times. There will be opportunities for feedback as 

we continue further down the Distance Learning model. Please take the time to give 

constructive feedback when called upon. Be kind to each other, your children, our staff 

and teachers. 

We are all in this together 
 

Students Parents Staff 

Keep It Simple 

Maintain your own individual 
routine. Use any school daily 

schedule or timetable as a guide 
only. 

Help your child to establish a 
routine that is flexible and suits 

your family’s needs. 

Learning needs to be easily 
accessible by ALL students. 

Keep a guided journal on your 
thoughts and feelings. 

Begin and end your day by setting 
out and packing away equipment. 

Focus will be on consolidation 
and revision. 

Keep the workspace neat and 
tidy. 

Encourage meaningful play and 
physical activity. 

Learning will be integrated. 



 

Maintain Relationships 

Provide feedback to your 
teachers regularly on how you 

are. 

 Will provide daily or weekly 
communication regarding 

learning. 

 

Ask for help. 
Have fortnightly check-ins with all 

families. 

Clear Expectations 

Check for communication from 
your teacher every day. 

Ensure students take regular 
breaks and drink water regularly. 

Learning packs will be provided 
fortnightly. 

Practice safe digital citizenship. 
Set good practices around online 

screen time. 

Expect communication from 
teachers during school hours.  

(8:30 – 2:50) 

Stay calm, if you are unsure 
then ask. 

 
Learning will be consistent across 

year levels.  

Be Kind 

Be kind to yourself and others. Be kind to yourself and others. Be kind to yourself and others. 

 

What will Term 2 look like? 

 

The Director General of Education has this week announced that: 

 Parents are encouraged to keep their children at home. Schools will remain open 

for those who need to send their children to school to maintain employment, 

children of essential workers and those who require schools to support them to 

overcome particular vulnerabilities. 

 To ensure that all students’ needs are met, staff will be present on school sites. 

 All students will be taught, those attending schools and those learning from home. 

 Student wellbeing remains a priority. 

 

Students who are able to Learn at Home 

 

As a school, we will provide the following for students learning from home. Two weeks of 

learning will be provided at a time: 

 Kindy to Year 4/5 Class – All students will be provided with a printed hard copy 

work package. Teachers will use Connect daily to communicate with parents and 

provide suggested timetables, instructions, links and directions on what to 

complete in the work package, provide feedback, answer questions and explicitly 

teach if required.  

 Year 5/6 Class & Secondary – Teachers will use Connect as the main form of 

teaching and learning. Students will be able to access a series of lessons or tasks for 

each of their subject areas on Connect. Students can submit work using the 

Submissions tab in Connect. If any families in these year groups have limited access 

Communicate with teachers via 

Connect or email when 

required. 
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to devices and/or printing, a hard copy package of Connect lessons and tasks can 

be provided. Please email kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au with your child’s 

name and year group to request this. 

 

Students who are required to Attend School  

 

On-site education will be available to those students who fit into the following categories: 

 Parents who need to send their child to school to maintain employment. 

 Children of parents who are essential workers. 

 Children who require schools to support them to overcome particular vulnerabilities 

e.g. in care with child protection and family services. 

 

The learning program delivered on-site will be the same as the learning program delivered 

to students undertaking home learning. Students learning on-site (numbers dependent) will 

likely be working in combined classrooms e.g. ECE, Junior/Middle Primary, Upper Primary, 

Secondary. Students will complete the work set by their classroom teachers (via work 

package or Connect) and be supported, guided and taught by teachers on a rostered basis. 

 

To ensure we are adhering to social distancing requirements and rules for staff and any 

student or parent required to attend the school site, the following actions will be strictly 

adhered to: 

 Health and hygiene will continue to be a priority, with regular hand washing and the 

use of hand sanitiser promoted. 

 Combined class size ratios will be not exceed 1:8, this will ensure that physical 

distancing of 1.5m can occur. 

 Families are asked not to congregate on the school grounds before or after school 

and maintain 1.5m between persons as far as is practicable on entering and leaving 

the school grounds. 

 Any student or staff member who is unwell to remain at home. 

 As directed by the Department of Education, all school playgrounds have been 

closed. 

 As directed by the Department of Education, drink fountains are to be used to fill up 

water bottles. Drinking directly from water fountains is not encouraged. 

 

For more details on how we are responding to COVID-19 please see the KDHS Coronavirus 

Plan on the school website. 
  

Collection and Return of Printed Work Packages 
 

Printed Work Packages and supporting resources will be provided on a fortnightly cycle. To 
ensure we are adhering to social distancing rules and reducing the amount of people on our 
school site each day the following logistics will be put into place: 

 Collection for Primary (Kindy to Year 4/5 Class) packs will be available on Tuesday 28th 
April, outside of classrooms. 

mailto:kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au


 

 Collection of Upper Primary and Secondary (Year 5/6 Class to 12) packs that have been 
requested, will be available for collection on Wednesday 29th April on tables spaced 
out in front of the secondary buildings. 

 School staff will be on hand to direct you if you need help. 

 Please do not return any work packages until the end of the two-week cycle. Parents 
will be advised what the process for the return of work packages and the collection of 
new packages will be as each two-week cycle comes to an end. 

 
Attendance and Student Engagement 
 
As directed by the Department of Education, the Principal and teaching staff will consider 

the following when making a reasonable judgement that the student is 

attending/participating in a learning program: 

 satisfactory submission of work according to the schedule set by teaching staff; 

and/or 

 teacher / student / parent contact and/or 

 logging onto Connect. 

The department approved position for recording student attendance during Term 2: 

Attendance Code Description Comment 

/ Students attending school (onsite)  

E 
Students participating in an online educational 
program at home 

 

E 
Students participating in a paper based educational 
program at home 

 

Absence Code   

N Student notified sick (not COVID-19)  

N 
Student notified sick with confirmed COVID-19 
diagnosis 

COVID-19 

 
If your child is unwell, there is an expectation that the school is informed via the usual 
methods (SMS, Email, Phone). If it is not possible for the school to make a reasonable 
judgement that the student is attending / participating in the learning program provided, 
then the student will be recorded as an unapproved absence e.g. U (unexplained absence), 
X (unacceptable reason). 
 
Routine at Home 

The home learning program will look different from family to family and from year group to 

year group. Teachers will be structuring our Distance Learning Program at Kalbarri District 

High School to be flexible, but still honour the importance of routine for children and care 

givers. We strongly recommend that you establish what your routine will look like - keeping 

in mind that this may not be the standard 8:30am-2:50pm - and that’s OK. Any timetables 

or schedules provided by the school are suggestions only, please do what works for your 

family situation. 
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Communication with Students 

Kalbarri District High School will use Connect to assist us in delivering Distance Learning to 

our students. Students (Yr 4 – 12) can access their Connect account using their school 

username and password. For our younger students (K – 3) teachers will use Connect to 

communicate through parents and support the hard copy work packages provided. Staff 

will provide feedback on student learning through this method. This will be delivered 

directly to students through Connect and may be in many forms. We may also introduce 

Webex conferencing as an option to add face to face connection and communication. If a 

device is not available, teachers will contact and talk with students over the phone when 

required.  

Communication with Parents 

Staff will continue to utilise the existing methods of communication with parents. This 

includes Connect, email and telephone calls. Parents can log on to their Connect account 

using their P number and password.  

Student Wellbeing 

We are in unprecedented times. As a school, we are still part of your community and can 

offer vital support to you, your families and our students. There will be a selection of 

resources to support family mental health and wellbeing on our website 

http://kalbarridhs.wa.edu.au/. 

Our school Chaplain and the School Psychology Service are still available and can provide 
support via a tele health model. If you require support please email the school on 
kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au 
 
Connect 
 
If you or your child have not been able to access Connect, or do not know what your log in 
details are then please contact the school via email kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au or by 
phone on 9936 4800. School staff will be on hand to help you troubleshoot. 
 
We will shortly be placing some ‘How to Guides’ and video demonstrations of Connect on 
our school website to support you. 
 
School Phone, Email, Website & Facebook Page 
 
Our main forms of communication through this time will be: 
 
School Phone: 9936 4800 
 
School Email: kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au 
 

http://kalbarridhs.wa.edu.au/
mailto:kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au
mailto:kalbarri.dhs@education.wa.edu.au


 

School Website: http://kalbarridhs.wa.edu.au/ 
A new COVID-19 and Distance Education Tab is being added to our website 
and will contain important resources and information for families to access. 

 
Facebook Page: Kalbarri District High School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://kalbarridhs.wa.edu.au/
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Hackney Street KALBARRI WA 6536 
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