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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

IMPORTANT UPDATE - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Tuesday 17 March 2020 

While the situation regarding the COVID-19 continues to evolve, the Department of Education sector has established 
plans and a team to support schools. It is important that as a school community we all apply common sense, factual 
information and a practical approach to COVID – 19. As you know recent information regarding Mass Gatherings, 
International travel and school closures were announced yesterday by the Prime Minister. We have had recent 
communication from the Director General of Education WA and I would like to outline for you all some key messages. 

School Closure: 
If a WA school has to close due to a confirmed case, it will be on advice from the WA Health Department’s Chief Health 
Officer based on school or community spread. I can reassure parents that over the recent weeks, no member of staff or 
any student at Kalbarri District High School has been confirmed to have the virus so we will be fulfilling our educative role 
in a calm and positive manner every day. 

There are however a few measures we are putting in place in order to be compliant with Department guidelines. 

Break Times 

With a current school enrolment of 196 students, we are under the mass gathering limit of 500 students. As such, at this 
stage we are not staggering break times, however, we are being extra vigilant to remind students to stay in designated 
areas i.e. Early Childhood, Primary and Secondary. This reduces the number of students in one area of the school at the 
same time. 

Special Events 

As of today, several key extracurricular events have been cancelled or postponed. 

 Swimming Carnivals 

 ANZAC Ceremony 

 Any excursions outside of the local area that involves more than one class at a time.  

Please note that at this stage excursions that are critical to senior school certificate qualifications, such as outdoor 
education are still being approved. The TAFE bus run on Thursday will also continue at this stage. 

Hygiene 

We are working hard to promote good hygiene and health practices with the students. Cover your cough and sneeze, and 
health department guidelines for correct hand washing techniques are being sign posted in all toilet blocks and promoted 
by staff. We have a healthy stock of soap, hand sanitiser, and toilet paper.  

Communication 

Due to the changing nature of this crisis, it is important at this time that you are receiving all email correspondence from 
the school. If you are not receiving this information, please get in touch with the front office on 9936 4800 and ensure 
these details are updated.  

Who cannot attend school – advice as at 16 March 2020 
The Prime Minister has introduced measures placed on international arrivals into Australia. This means a mandatory 14 
day self-isolation requirement will be placed on all international arrivals into Australia. 

Students or staff who have been tested for COVID-19 should follow the advice of the WA Department of Health and stay 
away from school whilst awaiting results. Please notify the school if your child undertakes any testing for COVID-19. 

Students or staff also need to self-quarantine if they have been informed by public health authorities that they have been 
in close contact with a confirmed case of coronavirus. They must isolate themselves for 14 days after the date of last 
contact with the confirmed case. Please notify the school if this is the case. 

Please also find attached, the current Information for parents and schools fact sheet. 

Thank you for your patience at this time, please continue to check for further updates as they arise. 

Regards, 

Jody Harrington 

Principal 


